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BLACK GOLD
A SHORT DOCUMENTARY ABOUT FEEDING OUR SOIL
By Natalie Peña Peart

SUMMARY

JAE LEE is an urban farmer and keeper of New York City soil. Lee spends her time working across gardens throughout
New York City. At Phoenix Community Garden in Ocean Hill, Brooklyn, she devises a community composting plan and
picks up food scraps from local cafes. She then takes those food scraps to Phoenix Community Garden where she
and some of the Phoenix Community Garden members process those food scraps and turn it into "black gold" or
compost. Lee believes that a large part of her role on earth is nourishing the soil. However, New York City gardens
are not only inhabited by vegetables and people. City dwellers also share the streets with animal friends: rodents.
Rats and some garden members challenge Jae’s desire to carry out composting and her vision of human beings being
at peace with our environment.

CHARACTERS
JAE LEE has been an urban farmer in New York City for ten years. Hired by Phoenix Community Garden to take
care of the compost, Jae Lee sets out to create a compost operation that involves collecting food scraps from the
community, including local cafes, to make into a soil amendment known as compost.

CHARACTERS
MARCIA DENSON, co-founder of Phoenix Community Garden, a twelve-year-old community garden in Ocean HillBrownsville, is a leader in the garden and the local community.

CHARACTERS
LUKE HOWELL is the exterminator for Phoenix Community Garden and takes care of pest control. As an expert in
pest management, Luke, teaches Lee and viewers about rodent activity.

CHARACTERS
VIVIANA SCARLET NIEBYLSKI is a new member at Phoenix Community Garden who was invited by Lee to help
manage the composting.

CHARACTERS
The Norway “Brown” Rat Fellow city dweller and four-legged friend.

STYLE AND APPROACH
Black Gold is a character-driven story filmed in a verité style that follows Jae Lee around the garden and the
neighborhood as she picks up food scraps and teaches about how composting is a complement to the earth's cycle of life
and death. Filmed mostly outside at Phoenix Community Garden, viewers are immersed in a scenic respite in a vibrant,
underserved, and gentrifying Brooklyn neighborhood.

PRODUCTION TEAM
NATALIE PEART
DIRECTOR/PRODUCER
ANNY OBERLINK
CAMERA
ROMMEL OJEDA
CAMERA

SCHEDULE AND TIMELINE
Black Gold wrapped filming in November of 2021. We are now in post-production, working on edits,
and preparing to submit to film festivals.

